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- Athens' favorite hip-hop band
plays farewell show/Page 6

Mark Linkous
ol Spa rklghorse
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Sparklehorse spins more

tonight at ¥

Where: 40 Wan
Chay, 285 W Vyash-
ington St

Cowt $10 sdvance
Calt: (TO&) S4%-TRTI
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Still sparkl

By Julie Phillips

julie phillipsfonlineathen. com

LRIV Thina nestled on 4 mountamt p i the Smok-

1ed in MNorth Carolina, surrounded by nature
removed [rom the craze of current events spending s
kays craftng the tunes that first made Sparklchorse an
underpround phenom i the mad - 19904

Hul romantsc notions are just whas they are; mstead
Linkous' Iife 15 tmged wath the tumull, bersweetness
aind sometimes-angst thal resonates so fully in his music
His firsi tabe of rural-N C life involves ratilesnakes. Sev-
eril have betten hus dog since he moved to the mountains
uhaout three years ago

It cost me something ke $1.200 1 vel bills each
time for the anti-venom,” he says. “So it really just
pussed me ofl. 1| wanied to go out and make a belt out of
that snake '

Told in the guiet ,.'rnll-.' melanche Iy ol Linkous®
vouce, though, w's clear before the story ends the oui
come of this revenge tale =n't one of
nafure

“lt made me fecl worse,” e says of s role in the
demise of one of the snukes, *killimg somethimg ™

I'he circumstances that took lum to the remote locale
sre duficule as well, A relapse into addiction, coupled
with depression the same recipe Lhat very nearly sam

I 1 would be easy o romunticize Mark Linkous® Life

*man-defeats

magical songs with ‘Dreamr for I-ighr Years in the Belly of

the success of his somewhat infumous suicide attempt in
London i 1993 along with the murder of ¢
fnends m Richmond, drove him (rom his then-loeme in
Yirginm

With the help of concernad friends, he found himself
alone 0 the mountamns Bul bis mental state was so gnm
for a while he couldn’t really enjoy the scenery. I
became so much of o recluse, [ opped making music,
lost interest in recording, cut mysell off from every
thing.” he says Ulumately ot was the hornfying murder
of his friends that both devaststed him and pushed him
on, he says

Thart, if noth e, mspired me to get my §

together, and 1o do music, which was the only thing 1
conld dis well

In the end, Linkous managed to come up with snoth-
er sci of songs thanks m Pt oo orse and & miouse
alben iy moniker rather than ammal form

Danger Mouse, he of “The Grey Album” and Gaurli
Barkley fame and who once called Athens hos
10 visit Linkous and produce Sparklehorse’s new record,
‘Dhweamt for Light Years m the Belly of a2 Mounian.®
sel for release Sept. 26

The result is as shimmery anc
Sparklehorse fans ¢ | hope for

I had been hstening 1o lmer-penod Beatles”™ Link-
ous recalls, when someone gave ham The Grey Album,”
which subsequently sat in a drower, he savs, for months
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belore e histened 1o ot

When he finally did, he liked it 30 much he decided 10
gt i touch wath the Mouse himsell, Brian Buron
“And it ended up, he was a huge Sparklchorse fan
which 1 never would ve puessed,” Linkous savs " HBul
acsthetnically, with the pop sound, he really undersiood
whit | was gomg for”

“Direamit,” Linkous hopes, will appewl to (nns of his
early work on “Vivadiiesubmannetransmissionplos,’
released in 1995
Radiohead. “It's ke my early recordings because |
played evervthung on 1t and pretty much did evervibung
on my own in my studio, o 1 has a homemade vabe 10

, which landed b a tour that vear with

it," he says. At the same time, he thinks it's the most
“pop™ record he's done
From s brght Bealles-csque opener, “Don't Take
My Sunshine Away,” "Dreamt™ shines for Sparkle
horse’s enchanting (and convinciogh abiliny 10 runge
from fragile, vulnerable whispers to loud, even angry
rackers, with a polish most recently heard on 2001
u Wonderful Life ™
As lor the luture, Linkous says if looks pretty brght
from the mountintop wday In additon 1o other pro
jects, he and Bunon are |||_1:|||'.|n.p on a true collabora-
vios. The name still i being fleshed out
‘Danger Horse™ i3 Linkous® preference, bul Burton,
he says, 1 partal 1o “Sparkle Mouse ™
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